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Tn closing we would like To say 
THANKS fo the many disturbed souls we 
have met from the Intemef over the past 

year. You have all helped fo unleashed the 
“creadlive beast” that is known as The 
TERROR SYNDICATE | 


I hope that you have picked up a few 
ideas Trom This book That you can incarpo- 
rate info your awn Halloween realn. 


Visit our web site and lefus know what” 
you think of this book and feel free fa ask 
questions if you need help when building. 
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If you're like us there's no better 
feeling of satisfaction than a compli- 
ment given on a prop you built yourself. 
Better yet the screams of terror when 
your creations go to work! Each year 
we design several new props for our an- 
nual Halloween party and Halloween 
night. This handbook gives you the ba- 
sic design layouts for some of the best 
home built props that we've created. 

A few of these props are air 
driven. Care should always be taken 
when using compressed air props. 
Although we have never had any mis- 
haps, air driven props should be tested 
thoroughly before being used publicly. 

The designs in this handbook can 
be built with basic tools and skill levels. 
The complexity of construction varies 
among props, but just about anyone can 
build them. With this in mind, and by 
adding your own personal touch let the 
building begin! 

~TERROR SYNDICATE~ 


Airbrush the body and hands. Paint the sheet 
to look old and soiled. We dyed our sheet with 
black fabric dye to get a head start. Then used 
black and brown airbrush paint to add stains. 
Paint the hands to match you mask colors. 
Also paint the head bracket mounted to the lid 
black. This will help hide it. If the crate can 
be seen from behind at any point, paint it a 
dark color. 


Once everything is working smoothly move on 
to detailing the crate and body. The nice thing 
about using old pallets for boards, besides be- 
ing free, is that they are aged and worn. 
However you can give the wood a make over. 
The nail / screw heads have rusted over the 
years leaving streaks running down the sides. 
Darken the boards with brown, black, and gray 
airbrush paints. Be creative add some dried 
grass or moss sticking out through cracks. 


Airbrushed Crate 


This section gives you 
some insight on the techniques used the most 
when creating our props. These methods have 
been around for sometime and we claim no 
rights to them. This information shows what 
worked best for us, but you may want to 
change them to better suit your own applica- 
tions. 


Air Pistons 


The air piston is used to lift a prop using 
compressed air aS a power source. The sudden 
movement and the hissing air can create a 
great effect. Building a piston is quite simple. 


Materials 
stormdoor closer 
water solenoid (type found in a dish washer) 
standard compressor air hose 
(2) threaded brass nipples 1/4" dia.. 
brass tee fitting 1/4" dia... 
bleeder valve 1/4" dia,. 
small hose clamps 
two part epoxy glue 
14 gauge extension cord 
(2) female spade electrical connectors 


First you will need a stormdoor closer 
cylinder. Remove the adjustment screw from 
the end of the closer. This is where the air will 
enter pushing the closing rod out. Next locate 
a 2" brass nipple and force thread it into the 
end where you removed the screw. We have 
also used hard plastic tubing from a faucet sup- 
ply line instead of the brass nipple. The next 
step, after checking the fit, is to epoxy the nip- 
ple into the end. Be sure not to clog the hole 
in the closer. Now assemble the bleeder valve 
parts as shown below. 


Attach a section of air hose to the second nip- 
ple and connect it to the output of a dish 
washer / washing machine solenoid with hose 
clamps. 


Check to make sure the sheet doesn't hang 
down into the lamp holders. This could be a 
fire hazard. Also check for any sharp points 
that the sheet might get caught on when the 
crate is closed. Connect the power cords to a 
Prop controller detailed earlier. We used a red 
bulb in the corner lamp holder and a 50w spot 
bulb in the other. The red bulb is on all the 
time. The power for the solenoid and the spot 
bulb cord are switched on together. Connect 
them into the same Prop Controller 
cord/switch. When your guests first see the 
crate they will notice that something is inside 
lit with the red light. What they won't expect is 
the lifting of the lid and getting a up close and 
personal view! 


Pull the air hose into the crate through one of 
the holes in the back of the crate. Connect to 
the solenoid with a hose clamp. Then hook up 
the power cord and pull the plug through the 
back panel. With the lid up, cover the chicken 
wire with a sheet. Wrap from the front under 
the neck to around the back and over the 
shoulders. Drape the corners around the hands 
and staple the sheet to the 1x2's as needed. 
Work with the fabric till you achieve a look you 
like. 


Covered with Sheet 


eloser 


Using a 16-14 gauge extension cord, cut 
off the female end. Strip back the insulation, 
crimp on solderless female spade connectors 
and wrap with black electrical tape. This is 
your power cord. 


Connect your air source to the inlet side 
of the solenoid. Make sure your air pressure is 
low at first. Raise pressure slowly to avoid any 
damage to the piston or solenoid. Open the 
bleeder valve before you plug in the power 
cord. This will prevent too much air from 
damaging the piston. Adjust the pressure and 
valve to get the lift and return desired. 


How you mount the piston depends on 
how you plan to use it. You can use the origi- 
nal hardware supplied with the closer or what- 
ever works best for you. 

You might try using a bike tire pump (tee 
handle type) as a piston if you need more range 
of movement. Make sure to remove the check 
valve seal located where the hose connects to 
the pump. 


Front View 


Next mount two 
lamp holders in- 
side the crate to 
the front wall of 
the crate. Face 
them up toward 
the hands / head 
and check for lamp holders _ 
clearance when oe a ie ee 
the lid is in the 
closed position. 
Pull the two cord 
plugs through 
the holes in the 
back panel. 


Chicken Wire Shoulders / Chest 


PVC Air Rams 


Air rams are used to move heavier props 
and can be built to just about any size. 
However they require a higher volume of air to 
work and remain extended. 


Materials 
section of 1 1/4" sched. 40 PVC pipe 
section of 1" sched. 40 PVC pipe 
1 1/4" PVC end cap 
1" PVC end cap 
threaded hose barb fitting (to fit air hose dia.) 
two part epoxy glue 
standard compressor air hose 
hose clamps 
water solenoid (dish washer) 
14 gauge extension cord 
(2) female spade connectors 
bungee cord or length of rope 
duct tape and electrical tape 
PVC Glue 


First determine how long you want the 
travel to be. Heavier props need shorter rams 
to get proper air pressure buildup. Longer 
rams move slower with less force. One benefit 
of an air ram is that you can build it longer and 
cut it down to a better working length. Make 
sure you allow for 4-6" to remain inside the 
outer pipe when extended. 


After cutting the inner and outer PVC pipes 
to the proper length, glue one end cap to only 
one end of each pipe. Now in the center of the 
1 1/4" end cap drill a hole smaller than the di- 
ameter of the threads on the hose barb. Start to 
thread the barb into the PVC. Apply epoxy 
around the threads for a secure fit and tighten 
down. 


Next connect a section of air hose from 
the barb to the outlet of the solenoid using 
hose clamps for a tight fit. Air rams usually 
don't need a bleeder valve since the unit isn't 
as air tight as a stormdoor closer. If needed 
one can be inserted in the hose using the brass 
nipple and tee setup described earlier. Connect 
the power as described in the section on the air 
piston. 


Front View 


Position the hands the way you think looks 
best and screw to the 4" 1x2's. Check to make 
sure the hands and 1x2's clear the crate sides. 
Cut a 18" x 36" piece of chicken wire to form 
shoulders and the chest. Wrap around from 
the front to the back and staple to the backs of 
the 1x2's . Crimp and shape the shoulders add- 
ing extra chicken wire if needed. Check for 
clearance when closing the crate top. 


1x2 brackets and Hands 


Notice the different angles on the 1x2's used to 
position the hands. 


It is important to remember that the in- 
ner pipe is not attached to the outer pipe, 
therefore the travel must be limited. This can 
be done with the use of a bungee cord for hori- 
zontal use, or a rope for vertical use as gravity 
will do it's best to return the ram to it's short- 
est position. 


Chicken Wire Bodies 


This is the best way to form bodies using 
just 1" poultry fencing or chicken wire. When 
covered with burlap and Monster Mud (see 
next topic) they become semi ridgid props. 
The body is built in sections and wired to- 
gether using the edges of the chicken wire. 
Accurate body size is achieved by comparing 
the sections you form to your own body size! 
We feel that life size props are more believable 
than your typical smaller scale store bought 
ones. 


Caution: When forming bodies out of chicken 
wire watch out for needle sharp wire ends. 
Gloves don't offer much protection but needle 
nose pliers help out. 


Start by forming the torso section shown 
to the right. Then move onto forming the arms 
and legs. Bend the top of the arms to form the 
shoulders and wire to torso. Insert the tops of 
the legs about 6" into the bottom of the torso 
and wire in. Hands and feet are formed by 
crushing down the ends of the arms and legs. 
Don't be concerned that there isn't much detail 
at this stage, as this will be done with the bur- 
lap and MM. Additional layers of chicken wire 
can be added to stiffen weak bends. 


Lift the top of the crate and support it with the 
small metal retainer that comes with the 
stormdoor closer. Locate the best position to 
mount the other end of the head bracket to the 
underside of the crate lid. 


Check to make sure that the head clears the 
front of the crate as it closes and adjust as 
needed. Next cut two 1x2's to 12" and two at 4 
inches. Glue and finish nail the 4" pieces to the 
12" boards and screw them to the sides of the 
head bracket. Build a set of foam hands as de- 
scribed in the Gate Keeper section. See the fol- 
lowing pictures for detail. 


Torso Section 


hack of head 


Hands and Feet 


Se & 


The head of the body is up to the builder. 
If you plan on using a latex mask try using a 
foam wig head or anything else you can wire to 
the neck of the body. It's also just as easy to 
form a longer neck and wire the mask to it. 
Then stuff the inside of the mask with plastic 
grocery bags. After the basic body is built it 
can now be worked into it's final position. 
Bend, cut, and crush as needed to give the body 
a natural look. 


Starting to Take Shape 


Next fill the latex mask with a layer of spray 
foam and let harden before adding another 
layer. Do this till the back of the mask is al- 
most filled. Cut a short piece of 1x2 and posi- 
tion it in the mask as shown on the next page. 
Then foam it in and let dry thoroughly before 
the next step. Cut a 2x4 to 9" and miter each 
end at a 45 degree angle. Screw one end to the 
1x2 in the mask. 


Filling the Mask with Foam 


as 


Add a few extra scraps of pallet boards to the Shape the arms and legs, thinner at the 
sides and top for added looks. wrists and ankles, and make bends in the knees 

. ag and elbows. If your prop is to be dead or de- 
caying push the chest area in more to simulate 
the rib cage. Shape the body into a final posi- 
tion before continuing with the burlap and 
Monster Mud. Compare shape and proportions 
to a real person posing. 

Final Position 


Bumpers are installed on the two front corners 
to cushion the lid when it closes. 


Once you are happy with the shape of the wire 
skeleton start to cover it with layers of burlap. 
We buy the burlap used for landscaping and 
weed control. Avoid buying it at a fabric store 
because it's higher grade is not necessary and 
cost more. 


Several layers 
are normally 
needed to 
cover prop- 
erly. If 
you're look- 
ing for a 
wrinkled ef- 
fect use 
larger sheets 
of burlap. 
When apply- 
ing the 
Monster Mud 
adjust the 
burlap to 
form folds and wrinkles. Applying the Mud is 
the fun part of the process. Just smear it on 
with your hands rubbing it into and under each 
layer. The object is to get a good even coat 
sticking the layers together. It will take sev- 
eral days for the prop to dry, depending on the 
humidity and temperature. Try not to move it 
until dried as it will be heavy with moisture 
and may collapse. Once dry it will support it's 
own weight. Seal it with exterior grade polyu- 
rethane after painting is completed if you plan 
to use it where it might get rained on. 
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Screw the solenoid to the 2x4 board and manu- 
ally check to see if top opens smoothly. 
Reinstall back panel and paint the inside black 
including the piston parts. (except piston rod) 


Build a stormdoor piston as detailed earlier in 
this book. Position it inside the crate and lo- 
cate the best place for a 2x4 mounting board 
on the back wall. With the back removed and 
the crate top closed, locate the best place to 
screw an extra board to mount the other end of 
the piston. 


Drill three 1" 
holes at the bot- 
tom of the back 
panel for the 
power cords and 
the air hose. 
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Monster Mud 


Monster Mud it just a cool name I came 
up with for a material widely used in building 
haunted houses. It is the combination of dry- 
wall joint compound and black latex house 
paint! That's it, nothing fancy but one hell of 
an idea! We generally use a full 5 gallon 
bucket of premixed compound to 1 gallon of 
paint. The best way of mixing the two is by us- 
ing a power drill and mixing attachment. 


You can add more or less paint to your liking. 
It should be about the consistency of heavy 
cake batter. Not to stiff but not runny. The 
black paint gives the compound color which 
helps hide scratches if the finished paint job 
gets bumped. 


Airbrushing 


When looking for a finishing touch 
there's nothing better than using an airbrush. 
You can achieve a greater range of detail than 
just using a plain old paint brush and its so 
easy! A basic airbrush for beginners is a single 
action model. The amount of paint is adjusted 
by rotating the tip. The paint sprays when the 
finger lever in pushed down. Very basic skill 
level is required for this style. 


A more difficult airbrush to use is a dou- 
ble action model. This type requires more 
finger control. Pushing down on the finger 
trigger controls the flow of air. Pulling back 
the trigger delivers the amount of paint. 


Once you get a good size stack of boards begin 
to cut them to 32 inches to fit the right and left 
sides. Screw or nail them on leaving small 
gaps between the boards. You may need to 
trim down a board to fit the sides evenly. Do 
the same for the front, measure first then cut, 
but mount one board on an angle as shown. 


Measure and cut boards for the top. Cut two 
2x2's to mount the boards which will form the 
lid. Hinge the crate top to the back 2x2 of the 
frame. See picture on next page. Check to 
make sure the top lifts without binding on the 
inside 2x2's. Measure and cut the plywood 
back panel and screw it to the crate frame. 


Run the screws through the plywood into the 
bottoms of the 2x2's. Next cut two 2x2's to 24" 
and two to 29". Screw the 2x2's to the insides 
of the four upright corner posts. 


Set this aside and begin to break down the pal- 
lets. The easiest way is to use a sawsall type 
saw and cut down between the boards through 
the nails. Prying apart the pallets takes longer 
due to the type of nails used when built. 


It takes some time to learn to control one of 
these. A double action airbrush is easier to 
keep cleaned out than a single action model. I 
use a single action for painting most of our 
props. Basic kits are widely available for both 
styles. 


Here are some tricks and tips I've 
learned while airbrushing over the past ten 
years. 


Air pressure is best at around 55-60psi 


Place your finger over the tip and press down 
and or back while using a bottle of water to 
clean out the brush. Excess paint will back 
flow into the bottle. Remove your finger and 
spray water through. Repeat till clean. 


Q-tips work well for cleaning out the insides of 
a brush. 


When paint bottles are not on an airbrush use 
caps over bottle stems to prevent paint from 
drying inside tube. 


Keep the needle tip clean by picking off dried 
paint with your finger nails. This will prevent 
splattering, uneven spraying and tip clogging. 


Granite stone paint effect: This gives you the 
same look of stone spray paint in a can using 
black, gray, and white airbrush paint. Take a 
popsicle stick or any other flat stick and rest 
the tip of the airbrush on an angle. Keep a dis- 
tance of about 12"-18" from the surface you 
want to paint. The paint leaves the airbrush 
and hits the stick spitting small specks. With a 
little practice this creates a great look for 
tombstones, crypts, signs, etc. 


Buy ready mixed paints made for airbrushing. 
They can be used on just about any surface and 
are waterproof when dry. 


This air powered pop-up uses one piston 
to lift the crate lid exposing it's contents for 
the unsuspecting victims. 


Materials 
several large wood pallets 
(4) 2x2-8' 

(1) 2x4-24" 


27" x 32" plywood 

27" x 35 1/2" luan plywood (1/4") 
1x2-8' 

2x4-9" 

drywall screws 

finish nails 
stormdoor closer 
solenoid 

airline 

(2) hinges 

(2) lamp holders 
spray foam insulation 
latex mask 

coat hangers 

chicken wire 

staples and gun 
airbrush paint 


Begin to assemble the frame of the crate 
and base as shown in the following picture. 
First cut four 2x2's to 36" and attach to the 
corners of the plywood base with screws. 


This air power prop is very effective 
when placed in your landscaping. At first 
glance it looks like a motionless prop sticking 
out of the bushes. Then, when they least ex- 
pect it, you flip the switch causing a spot bulb 
to light up the prop as it lunges out at them 
close to four feet! Shut off the switch and it 
goes back into the bushes for the next victim. 
Very easy to build and gets them every time. 


Wipe off any excess mud that may have 
touched the stone slab face with a wet rag. 
Let the mud dry for several days till stiff. 
Airbrush the prop as desired making sure to 
paint the chicken wire visible inside the hood. 


Finished Prop 


Work the mud thoroughly into the burlap and 
wring out excess by pulling through your 
thumb and index finger. Place each piece of 
coated burlap on the chicken wire skeleton and 
shape as desired. Form wrinkles, folds, and 
frayed edges for an interesting look. Make 
sure not to cover up the lamp plug under bur- 
lap! 
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Materials 


five gallon bucket 

1' x 2' x 3/4" plywood 

(2) 24" 2x4's 

(2) 5" long U bolts 

air ram unit (4' when closed) 
bungee cord 
duct tape 

1x3-30" 
drywall screws 
thin black garbage bags 
flat black spray paint 

(2) 4" 2x4's 
latex hands (costume gloves) 
plastic grocery bags 
staple gun 
black electrical tape 
concrete block 
latex mask 


Start by screwing the bottom of the bucket 
down to the plywood 3" back from the front 
edge. Next screw the 2x4's into the bucket as 
shown on the next page. Determine the angle 
you want the air ram to be and mark lines on 
front and back support 2x4's. Using the U bolts 
as a gauge mark the holes to be drilled through 
the 2x4's to support the air ram pipes. 


Base Construction 
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Mount the lamp holder inside the hood and run 
the cord down the back side of the plywood. 
Pull the plug through the chicken wire. 


Lamp Holder 


Begin to wrap the arms with strips of burlap 
letting the ends droop down to form cuffs. 
Next cut a piece of burlap that will run from 
the shoulders down around to the bottom of 
the slab front. Fill in with pieces where 
needed and cover the hood area with several 
layers. This will help to block light from es- 
caping from inside the hood. Now remove all 
the cut strips and set aside. Starting with the 
bottom layers first, take one piece at a time 
and push it into a bucket Monster Mud. 


Place the hands into the ends of the arms and Mount the air ram using the U bolts making 


pin them into position using finishing nails. sure not to over tighten causing the inner pipe 
Push the finishing nails through the fingers to bind. Notice position of ram. 
into the foam board slab. Mounting of Ram 


Next cut the 1x3 to 20" and screw it to the end 
of the ram in the center with two drywall 
screws. Take the 8" 1x3 that was left over and 
attach it to the center pointing up with two 
more screws for the mask. Screw the two 4" 
2x4's to the ends of the 20" 1x3 for the gloves 
to fit over. See the drawing on the next page 
for details. Attach a bungee cord to the top of 
the ram down to the first U bolt. You may have 
to try several different lengths to get one that 
is not overly strong or too short so that the in- 
side pipe won't move. Place the concrete block 
on the plywood base and test the ram for 


Right Hand 


Left Hand 


Prop Mount Details 


distance, balance, and return speed. Check to 
make sure that the inner pipe does not come 
out so far that its own weight binds it and 
won't return. Keep in mind that you will be 
adding more weight to the end as you "dress it 
up". Add weight to the bottom of the hand 
mounts if needed to keep the head level. 


Fill the glove hands and mask face with plastic 
grocery bags then staple them in place at the 
front of the ram. To finish it off, use thin 
black garbage bags to create a hood and shred- 
ded cape. Spray the base and outer pipe with 
black spray paint. You can also use black gar- 
bage bags to hide the extended part of the ram 
like a sleeve. 


Tape Over Wire Hands 


Se 3/4" tape 
for sleivler fingers 


After the wire hands are shaped, start to build 
them up using expanding spray foam insula- 
tion. Take your time and allow each layer of 

foam to form a "skin" before shaping and 
squeezing with your hands. Continue to apply 
foam until you have covered all visible masking 
tape and built up the wrists. 


Hood 


Black Plastic Over Ram 


Once you are satisfied with the shape of the 
wire skeleton start to work on the hands. Cut 
coat hanger wire into 12" lengths. Twist five 
wires together until twisted aprox 2". Spread 
the wires out and trim the ends back to the 
correct proportion using your own hands as a 
reference. Place masking tape as shown which 
will give the spray foam a base to stick to. 
Bend knuckles and check shape of hands for fit 
around slab. 


This lightweight full size crypt is built from 2" 
thick foam board. We use solid density foam, 
normally pink or blue and not the white foam 
as it beads up when cut. The crypt not only 
makes a great looking prop but a perfect party 
cooler too! 


Materials 


(5) 2' x 8' sheets of 2" thick foam board 
(3) tubes of construction adhesive 
(marked safe for use on foam) 
(3) 4" door hinges 
(3) 5" x 6" x 3/4" pieces of plywood 
4"-5" drywall or landscape timber screws 
small amount of spackle or joint compound 
(2) 7' pieces of base molding 
(2) 3' pieces of base molding 
finish nails 
two quart kit of epoxy resin 
(used in body work or coating table tops) 
latex primer 
gray latex paint 
black latex paint 
white bed sheet 


Main Body 


Mix together some white latex primer and 
black paint into a gray color and coat the en- 
tire front surface and the edges. Allow to dry. 
Use the technique described in the airbrush sec- 
tion to give the slab a stone granite look. Then 
airbrush the letters and cracks in with black. 


Cut a 7' 
piece of 36" 
wide 
chicken 
wire and 
staple onto 
the back of 
the plywood 
as shown in 
the follow- 
ing picture. 
Next form 
two arms 
36" long x 
6" diameter 
and connect 
to the 
shoulder area as shown. Bend into shape and 
staple the edge of ends to the back of the ply- 
wood where the hands will grip the slab. Form 
the hood by attaching a piece to the shoulders 
and to the back. Cut and crimp the wire as 
needed to achieve a well formed hood. 


First cut the foam boards into the following 
sizes using a hand saw or circular saw: 

(2) sides 12" x 66" 

(2) ends 12" x 19 1/4" 

(1) bottom 19 1/4" x 62" 

(2) top 24" x 67" 
Glue the two top slabs together using construc- 
tion adhesive to form a 4" thick lid and leave 
dry 24 hours or longer. Next place the bottom 
board on a flat level surface and glue the two 
ends in place as shown on the next page. Use 
three long drywall screws on each end to keep 
the pieces together. Continue with the two side 
boards, glue and screw the edges then let dry 
24 hours. Mount the three plywood boards into 
place for the hinge screws. See drawing on next 
page. 


Bottom and Side 


- glued and screwed 


Plywood Hinge Blocks 


vood block 


NARA cence 


Once the text is drawn onto the foam board it 
is engraved using a Dermal tool and assorted 
tips. 


Engraved Text 


Next bevel the front three edges with a utility 
knife. 
Then 
use a 
electric 
solder- 
ing gun 
to melt 
cracks 
into the 
foam. 
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Glue the blocks to the inside of the crypt box 
using construction adhesive. Make sure these 
are clamped down and allowed to dry before at- 
tempting to fasten the hinges. Meanwhile work 
on mounting the hinges to the lid of the crypt. 
Start by locating the correct position on the in- 
side edge of the lid. Glue and screw the hinges 
using 1 1/2" drywall screws. Be careful not to 
over turn the screws. This will strip out the 
foam and the screws won't hold the hinges in 
place while the glue dries. The other side of the 
hinges are glued and screwed onto the back of 
the crypt box through the foam and into the 
plywood. If the screws are sticking through the 
plywood blocks cut them off. 


Hinge Details 


1 ed a and screwed 2 : : 


Once everything has dried thoroughly you can 
begin to shape the lid. Draw a line 4" in from 
the edge on top of the lid. Begin to shave the 
corners down from this line to the top edge of 
the bottom layer using a Surform file and 
course sandpaper. See drawing. 
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The bottom of the crypt is trimmed out with 
base board molding. Miter the corners and nail 
together with finish nails. Then glue into place 
around the bottom of the box. Fill in all screw 
holes and nail heads with spackle, let dry and 
lightly sand smooth. Also sand all edges to 
give a rounded worn appearance. To give the 
crypt a more stone like appearance, cut a few 
small chunks from the corners, sides, and top. 
Also, using a soldering gun, melt cracks into 
the surface of the foam taking care not to 
make too many. Now to give the foam more 
protection against damage, coat inside and out 
with epoxy resin. Follow the directions on the 
cans, brush on and let dry. Once this coat is 
dry, scuff the gloss up with medium grit sand- 
paper. Wipe the crypt down and prime coat it 
with a good grade of latex primer. 


Attach into both 2x4's with drywall screws. 
This completes the stone slab and base of the 
prop. Layout and draw on the script you want 
to use on the front of the foam. Keep in mind 
to allow room for the hands to hold onto the 
slab, robe to drape the over the bottom, and 
hood to overlap the top edge. You don't want 
the lettering to be covered, making the sign 
hard to read. We layed out the script on the 
computer and traced it onto the foam with a 
opaque projector and sharpie marker. 


The next page has the text we used for our 
Gate Keeper. 


Once dry remove the clamps and screw on a 
2x4 to the bottom of the plywood side as 
shown in the following pictures. Then flip over 
and glue on the other 2x4 to the foam board 
with adhesive. Clamp and allow to dry. Draw 


fours heart 


a center line 
on the 2'x2' 
plywood sheet 
and center it 
to the bottom 
of the 2x4's 
and foam/ ply- 
wood sheets. 


Epoxy Coated Crypt 


Next apply the base coat color. We use flat la- 
tex paint tinted gray. The final stone like 
finish is done with an airbrush as described in 
the Basics section. Make the cracks more visi- 
ble by painting them black with a small artist 
brush. The final touch is added by stapling a 
white sheet inside the crypt. Start with the lid 
tucking the edges under to prevent fraying 
working your way down into the crypt. 


This is another one of our air powered 
props. It consists of a lawn chair, air ram, and 
two part zombie prop. When triggered it splits 
in half, the top torso rising up from the hips 
exposing it's spine! 


Materials 
metal framed lawn chair 
3/4" thick boards or plywood 
(chair back and seat) 
PVC air ram 
vinyl coated or plain wire fencing 2' x 10' 
1x3 -2' 
(6) cans of expanding foam insulation 
(2) 4" -L brackets 


Foam/ Plywood Venting 


Glued and Clamped 


This prop is used at the entrance of our 
haunt. It gives the rules while visiting our do- 
main. "Touch nothing and nothing will touch 
you!" It is lighted from under the hood shining 
down onto the stone slab. 


Materials 
2' x 5' - 2" thick pink or blue foam board 
2' x 5' -1/2" thick plywood or OSB board 
(2) 2x4-24" 
2' x 2' -1/2" thick plywood or OSB board 
construction adhesive (safe for foam board) 
drywall screws 
chicken wire 36" wide 
staples (staple gun) 
burlap 
latex primer 
flat black latex paint 
joint compound 
spray foam insulation 
coat hangers 
masking tape 
lamp holder with wire frame hood 


Start by gluing the 2x5 foam board to the 
2x5 plywood or OSB sheet. Apply adhesive to 
foam and position plywood over top. Press to- 
gether evenly and pull apart halves for 5 min- 
utes to vent gases. Reposition halves and 
clamp the two pieces together or lay on flat 
surface and weigh down with bricks or block. 
Let dry 24 hours for a good bond. 


hose clamp (screw type) 2-3" 

old pair of large size jeans 

old button down long sleeve shirt 
latex mask 

roll of sash cord 


The base of the prop is constructed from a old 
lawn chair frame, The chair originally had vi- 
nyl strips for the back and seat. We cut these 
off and screwed down wood slats in their place. 
Plywood would also work. Find the center of 
the seat and drill a hole the same diameter as 
the outer pipe of the air ram. Make sure the 
ram is pointed straight up and secure it under- 
neath the seat with two L brackets and the 
hose clamp. 


chair seat 
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The top of the outer ram pipe should be the 
same height as the props shoulders. 


Attach a 1x3 to the top of the inner pipe cap. 
The torso will be mounted to this board. 


Next build the body by forming the wire fenc- 


ing into the torso, neck, arms, hips, and legs. 
See drawing 


Torso Neck and Arms 


attach lees. * 


Speaker Terminals When building the body make sure that you 
Back of Cabinet check the fit of the clothing as you go. Note 
that the arms and legs are short stumps. This 
is to reduce the weight on the upper half mak- 

ing it easier for the ram to lift the torso. 
Starting with the hips and legs, fit them into 
the pants and cut a hole in the bottom to allow 
the ram to go through. Once in place on the 
seat of the chair, staple the cloth in place to 
the wood. Now lower the torso section onto 
the 1x3 mount and check to see if it will rest 
on top of the hips. This is important as it will 
cushion the downward return after being trig- 
gered. If you have to, cut the air ram down till 
the two body halves touch. After this is com- 
pleted determine the maximum height by rais- 
ing the torso. The bottom of the torso should 
cover 1/4 of the outer ram pipe. 
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Note: make sure to protect the stereos 
with in-line fuses on each power lead 
with the appropriate amperage. 
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Once you find the height cut sections of cord to 
keep the prop at its max. height. Screw the 
cord to the chair seat and thread up through 
drilled holes in the 1x3 torso mounting board. 


(Cord Details) 


Additional longer cords are added to create 
stretched veins, tendons, etc. These are tied 

to the fencing along the inside of the torso and 
into the inside of the hips. Now the hips and 
spine can begin to be filled and covered with 
foam. (Follow directions on can) Fill in the 
hips and legs a little at a time, allowing the 
foam to expand. Let the foam billow out from 
the top of the pants and into the legs past the 
fencing. The spine is created by covering the 
outer pipe of the air ram with lines of foam. 
Cover the torso and arms with the shirt and be- 
gin to fill the arms with foam. Once the foam 
has cured for 24 hours you can cut the arms 
and legs back. First shred the shirt sleeves and 
pant legs. 


Follow the wiring diagram from the drawing 
below or the one supplied with the stereos. 
Mount the speaker terminals to the 1/4" ply- 
wood and cut hole for power cord. Secure 
plywood to the back of the cabinet with drywall 
screws. When connecting speakers make sure 
black is to (-) and red is to (+). 


Wiring Diagram (3 unit and pwr. sup.) 


Le 


Cabinet Face Stereo Cutouts 


1x3 supports 


Then trim back 4-5" from the end of the fence. 
Peel the shredded clothing back further and cut 
through the foam with a hand saw. Exposed 
veins are added by pushing short pieces of cord 
into the ' 
ends of the 
stumps. 
For the 
head stuff 
the latex 
mask with 
plastic gro- 
cery bags 
and wire it 
to the neck 
of the 
torso. 
Paint the 
guts, spine, 
veins and 
stumps ends as desired. This is where an air- 
brush really works well! 


Connect the ram to it's air source and be- 
gin to test using low air pressure until the prop 
lifts easily. Adjust the bleeder valve to control 
the decent of the torso. Slamming into the hip 
section to hard can damage the foam. 


This is how we cre- 
ated the egg pods 
used in our alien 
display. They could 
also be used for 
great dragon eggs. 
The eggs are light- 
weight easy to 
make and cost less 
than $10 each! 


Materials 


2'x2' piece of scrap plywood 
(3) cans of expanding foam insulation (per egg) 


Cabinet Assembly 


2 1/2 x 10 1/4° 
top 
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Layout the front of the cabinet according to 
the style of stereo you use. We used the trim 
plate as a cutout template for the knob shafts 
and radio face. Check the fit in each of the 
openings then insert stereos from inside the 
cabinet. Install washers and nuts on shaft 
posts and tighten. The trim plate goes on next 
and secured with washers and nuts. Cut 1x3's 
to 9- 1/2" and place under each stereo for sup- 
port. Secure with drywall screws through the 
sides into 1x3's. Once the stereos are secure 
mount the power unit inside the bottom of the 
cabinet as required. 


soundtracks for the entire haunt. You can in- 
stall as many tape or CD players as you desire 
all controlled from one location. We used 
three bottom of the line shaft style tape players 
for our system but you may want to use CD 
players or units with better sound control. 


Materials 


2' x 4' sheet of 3/4" plywood 

1' x 2' sheet of 1/4" plywood 

1x3-6' 

car stereos w/ tape or CD player (12volt neg. 
ground) 

speakers (check stereo for correct ohms) 
12volt power supply 

finish nails 

drywall screws 

speaker wire 

wire nuts 

pushbutton speaker terminal plates 


Start by cutting the 3/4" thick plywood into the 
following sizes: 

(2) 10 1/4" x 24 

(1) 11" x 24" 

(2) 10 1/4" x 9 1/2" 


Then cut the 1/4" plywood for the back to 11" x 
24". Assemble the cabinet front, sides, top and 
bottom as shown in the following drawing with 
finish nails. 


16" latex party balloon 

(3) Styrofoam bowls 

duct tape 

latex primer 

latex paint or airbrush paint 


Start by placing a loop of tape (sticky 
side out) in the center of the plywood. Next 
blow up a balloon as big as you can without 
making it likely to pop due to over inflation. 
Stick the tied end into the tape so that the top 
of the balloon is facing up. Now take the three 


foam bowls face down and place them around 
the base of the balloon for support. 
Following the directions on the cans of foam 
start to fill in around the base of the balloon 
covering the bowls. 


Warning: Wear safety glasses or googles. The 
balloon could burst sending liquid foam into 
your eyes! Trust me! Nobody was in the shop 
at the time but the aftermath made me a bit 
more safety conscious... three full cans every- 
where! At the top of the balloon lay down a 
bead of foam like shown in the following pic- 


tures. 

Run lines of foam down from this squiggled 
shape to the base onto the plywood. Continue 
doing this until the entire balloon is covered. 
Let the foam cure until it is no longer sticky to 
the touch. You can now push down on the 
foam to even out the surface a bit. Gaps can 
also be closed by pushing the foam lines to- 
gether. Once the foam has had a few more 
hours to setup and you want a more slim sized 
egg, the balloon can be popped. 


This this type of setup is used by a local 
amusement park for one of there dark rides. 


A compact system for running multiple 


Black Wire Layout 
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Plug the controller into an outlet and test each 
switch / cord. You can also wire a box with a 
duplex outlet onto the end of each cord instead 
of the molded plug. This gives you an addi- 
tional outlet on each cord which works nice if 
you want the prop to light up at the same time 
when triggered. This can also be done by plug- 
ging in a multi out- 
let adapter into the 
molded plug end. 
Shown to the left. 


Note: By 
waiting 
too long 
the egg 
will not 
shrink 
when the 
balloon is 
popped. 


Also if you 
pop it too 
soon it will 
collapse in- 
ward due to 
the shrinking 
latex balloon. 
If you decide 
to decrease 
the size use another balloon inside the egg to 
hold the new size once the first balloon is 
popped. Once the foam is fully cured, usually 
over night, it can be removed from the plywood 
base by using a wide putty knife to break the 
bond. The egg can now be primed and finish 
painted. If you prefer a wet oozing look to the 
surface mix up some 2 part epoxy resin and 
pour down the sides after painting. 


This home built prop consists of a shallow 
wooden coffin and a wire body covered in 
Monster Mud. Spray foam is used for added 
detail creating veined effect inside the coffin. 
A simple yet effective prop that is easy to 
build! 


The black wires from the four top cords get at- 
tached to four single pole switches. Strip back 
3/4", twist the strands on each and wrap in the 
same direction that the screw will tighten 
shown below. 


tighten clockwise 


e 


screw head 


Take the four black 8" pieces of wire and strip 
3/4" off each end. Wire together as shown in 
the following drawing. Check you connections 
and attach switches and covers to boxes. 


Cut off the female end of the remaining exten- 
sion cord and strip back 44" of the outer insula- 
tion. Cut the exposed wires into four 8" pieces 
for each color. This will leave about 12" left on 
the cord itself. Insert the cord into the side 
connector leaving the same 1/2" of outer 
sheath sticking past the connector inside the 
box. Starting with the white wires of the cords 
strip back about 3/4" of insulation and twist 
connect all five together with a red or black 
wire nut. Do the same for the ground wires 
(normally green) but add a extra 8" piece of 
wire cut from the main power cord. Attach the 
other end of this wire to the bottom of a box. 
This completes the grounding of the control 
unit. See drawing. 

Neutral and Ground Wires 


wire nut 


Materials 


(2) 1x6-8' 

4'x8'- 3/8" plywood 

finish nails 

chicken wire (1" dia.) 
staple gun and 1/4" staples 
burlap 

joint compound 

flat black latex paint 

latex mask 

can of foam insulation 


Start by laying out the plywood to create 
the back of the coffin box as shown. 


Cut out the coffin back using a jig saw or cir- 
cular saw. Next cut the 1x6 boards to fit 
around the top of the coffin back even with the 
edges making angled cuts with a miter box saw 
if possible. Nail through the back of the ply- 
wood into the edge of the 1x6's and at the 
joints with finish nails. 


: side view 


finish nails 


The next step is to build a slim chicken wire 
body. After wiring it together staple it down 
to the inside of the coffin. Do the final shap- 
ing of the body, push in the chest and stomach, 
cross the arms, and tilt the head as desired. 
Place the mask over the head and attach with 
staples if possible. Once your satisfied with 
the shape and position of the body begin to 
cover the wire with strips of burlap. Start with 
fuller pieces of burlap to cover large sections. 
Then use narrower strips to give the wrapped 
mummy look. Burlap can be tucked under the 
body or over laid a few inches onto the ply- 
wood. The head is partially wrapped leaving 
the eyes and mouth exposed. After the body is 
wrapped mix up a batch of Monster Mud 


Allow 1/2" of outer sheath to stick past con- 
nector into box. See drawing below. 
Basic Materials 


Materials 


(2) metal double gang utility boxes 

(2) double switch metal box covers 

(4) single pole switches 

(5) romex wire connectors 

(5) 16 gauge grounded outdoor extension cords 
(2) EMT conduit couplers 

(2) wire nuts black or red 


We have simplified the construction a lit- 
tle from the way we have built the setup in the 
past. I will explain the difference at the end of 
this section. 


First begin by knocking out two holes on 
the side of each box that will line up with each 
other when placed side by side. Connect the 
two boxes together using the conduit couplers 
as shown in the following pictures . Next on 
the top side of the joined boxes knock out four 
holes (two in each box). Insert romex connec- 
tors into the holes and tighten the lock nuts. 
These four connectors are for the power cords 
that will run to each prop. Now choose a side 
and install a connector for the main power cord 
to enter. Once this is completed, take four of 
the extension cords and cut off the MALE 
ends. Strip back about 10" of outer insulation 
sheath and run one cord through each of the 
four connectors. 


and begin to work it into the burlap. Give the 
inside of the coffin some texture by smearing 
extra mud onto it. Let the prop sit undisturbed 
until dry. If desired add creepy veining to the 
inside of the coffin. This is done by dragging 
the tip of the spray foam tube over the surface 
while applying the foam. Practice on a piece of 
scrap wood or cardboard before applying foam 
inside the coffin. Paint the inside and outside 
of the coffin using flat black latex paint. 
Highlight the mummy and veining as desired 
using a brush or airbrush. 


Head close-up 


Veining close-up 


This is how we have manually controlled our 
props and some of the lighting over the years. 
Controlling props manually can allow for per- 
fect timing and added suspense. Don't get me 
wrong there is also something to be said for 
automatic triggering. We get more of a thrill 
when sitting behind the controls triggering the 
props ourselves! This section will show you 
how to build a controller that will switch up to 
four props. You can add or subtract switches to 
fit your needs. 


much of the shape with loose burlap. Instead 
tuck it between the arms and legs, then use sin- 
gle thin strips over that to give a web appear- 
ance. The single strips can be put on after 
coating the entire body with mud. Once the 


body is fully wrapped cover it with a batch of 
Monster Mud working it into the burlap. Then 
dip single strips into the bucket of mud, rub- 
bing it in thoroughly. Stick the coated strips 
onto the prop spanning over different sections. 
Leave the cocoon victim hang till dry then 
paint as desired. 


This prop was 
built for our 1998 
alien setup. A very 
easy prop to build 
compared to some 
of the others in this 
book. A simple 
chicken wire body 
with a extension 
piece wired over the 
head for hanging. 


Materials 


1" chicken wire 

burlap 

joint compound 

black latex paint 

latex mask 

latex hands (costume gloves) 

thin grocery bags 

paint for finish painting or airbrushing 
coil of all purpose wire (not electrical) 


Create a basic chicken wire body and be- 
gin to shape it into the position shown below or 
one of your own. Wiring the joints together to 
form a ridgid compact body. Once your're satis- 
fied with it's shape, put the mask and hand/s 
onto the body. 


Now cut a section of chicken wire and form a 
tube that will fit snugly over the head and at- 
tach securely to the body. Crush and form the 
tube around the head and squeeze it to a point. 
See drawing below. Then cut the face area out 
uncovering the mask. Strengthen the structure 
by running lengths of all purpose wire down 
through the top point to various points on the 
body. This is also what the cocoon will hang 
from while coating the prop with Monster Mud 
making it REALLY HEAVY until it dries! So 
take your time and make it strong!! 

Next cover the prop with strips of burlap con- 


wire loops 
for hanging 


cut out 
_ around face , 


cealing most of the mask and hand/s to give 
your prop the cocooned look. Continue wrap- 
ping the body making sure not to hide too 


